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The report provides an understanding of:
 

 - Business closures and incorporations over the period 2011 to 2021. 
 - Growth in closures and incorporations.
 - The geographical share of closures and incorporations.
 - The share of closures and incorporations by industry area.
 - The status of those businesses that have been incorporated in 2018 onwards.
 
 

Note: Data is from Companies House and has been gathered via the Bureau Van 
Dijk Fame system (this is under license).  
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Dissolved & Liquidated 
Businesses

2011 to 2021
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During the period 2011 to 2021 65,791 businesses were either dissolved or in liquidation.  Of these 29,098 (44.2%) were in Leicester.
 
In 2021 there were 11,289 businesses that were either dissolved or in liquidation.  Of these 5,047 (44.7%) were in Leicester.  In 2019 the share 
was 52.5%, however, the number of businesses that have failed in 2021 is higher.
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All 2011 to 2021
 
 
 

All 2021
 
 
 

All 2019
 
 
 

LLEP Area
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Dissolved and Businesses in Liquidation  
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The figure below demonstrates the number of businesses that have been dissolved or are in liquidation for the years 2011 to 
2021.  The figure can be split into three areas.  The first are the years following the financial crisis that led up to the UKs 
decision to leave the European Union (EU) (2011 to 2015).  The second are those that led to the withdrawal of the UK from the 
EU (2016 to 2020). The last, 2021, is the first year that the UK has sat outside the EU.  This is the year that the economy has 
opened up after it's partial closure due to the Covid 19 pandemic.   Both 2020 and 2021 saw the introduction, continuation 
and withdrawal of measures by the government to help businesses deal with the impact of the global pandemic.

Dissolved and Businesses in Liquidation  

At 5,047 businesses the figure for 2021 is the highest for the period identified.
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Blaby 1021 (9.04%)

Charnwood 960 (8.5%)

Harborough 1354 (11.99%)

657 (5.82%)

Leicester 5047 (44.71%)

Melton 257 (2.28%)

NW Leicestershire 1626 (14.4%)

Oadby & Wigston 367 (3.25%)

Hinckley & Bosworth

11289
OccuranceThe figure demonstrates the share of dissolved and businesses that are in liquidation across the Leicester 

and Leicestershire area in 2021.  Leicester's share is 44.7%.

Total

Dissolved and Businesses in Liquidation  
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Dissolved 4926 (97.6%)

In liquidation 121 (2.4%)

The figure demonstrates the share of dissolved and businesses that are in liquidation across the Leicester 
area in 2021.
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Total

Dissolved and Businesses in Liquidation  
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Total

The figure is a monthly breakdown of the number of dissolved and businesses 
that are in liquidation across the Leicester area in 2021.

Dissolved and Businesses in Liquidation  
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101
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440

392

217

128
56 : Food and beverage servic… 227

62 : Computer programming, cons… 209

78 : Employment activities 558

929

86 : Human health activities 132

18 : Printing and reproduction of recorded media

45 : Wholesale and retail trade and repair of motor vehicl…

46 : Wholesale trade, except of motor vehicles a…

47 : Retail trade, except of motor vehicles an…

49 : Land transport and transport via pipelines

52 : Warehousing and support activities for transportat…

82 : Office administrative, office support and oth…

Year 2021

Dissolved and Businesses in Liquidation  

The figure demonstrates those industries that had the most dissolved and businesses that are in liquidation across the Leicester area in 2021.
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Incorporated Businesses
2011 to 2021
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During the period 2011 to 2021 97,805 businesses were incorporated.  Of these 43,007 (44%) were in Leicester.
 
In 2021 there were 9,529 businesses that were incorporated.  Of these 4,297 (45.1%) were in Leicester.  In 2019 the share was 45.2%.
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Incorporations - Timeseries

The number of incorporations has fallen from 5,740 businesses in 2020 to 4,297 2021. 

The figure below demonstrates the number of businesses that have been incorporated for the years 2011 to 2021.  The figure can be split into three 
areas.  The first are the years following the financial crisis that led up to the UKs decision to leave the European Union (EU) (2011 to 2015).  The second 
are those that led to the withdrawal of the UK from the EU (2016 to 2020). The last, 2021, is the first year that the UK has sat outside the EU.  This is 
the year that the economy has opened up after it's partial closure due to the Covid 19 pandemic.   Both 2020 and 2021 saw the introduction, 
continuation and withdrawal of measures by the government to help businesses deal with the impact of the global pandemic.
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Blaby 817 (8.57%)

Charnwood 1495 (15.69%)

Harborough 861 (9.04%)

633 (6.64%)Leicester 4297 (45.09%)

Melton 289 (3.03%)

NW Leicestershire 608 (6.38%)
Oadby & Wigston 529 (5.55%)

Hinckley & Bosworth

The figure demonstrates the share of businesses that were incorporated across the Leicester and Leicestershire 
area in 2021.  Leicester's share is 44.9%.  The share of dissolved or liquidated business was 44.7%.

Total

Incorporations - Share

9529
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The figure demonstrates the number of incorporations for the years 2018 to 2021.  It also shows the status of those businesses that were 
incorporated.  An example of this would be that in 2018 there were 3,908 incorporations.  Of these 1,797 have been dissolved or were in liquidation.  
These make up 46% of all businesses incorporated in 2018.  

Incorporations - Company Status
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Incorporations
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The figure is a monthly breakdown of the number of incorporated businesses across the Leicester 
area in 2021.
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Incorporations 

689

68 : Real estate activities 488

354
246

211

196

159

158

151

126

47 : Retail trade, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles

56 : Food and beverage service activities
46 : Wholesale trade, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles

49 : Land transport and transport via pipelines

86 : Human health activities

43 : Specialised construction activities

41 : Construction of buildings

96 : Other personal service activities

64 : Financial service activities, except insurance and pe…

Year 2021

The figure is a breakdown of the number of incorporated businesses across the Leicester area in 2021 by industry area.  The figure contains those 
industries with the the largest numbers of incorporations.
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